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PWAHEC Participates in Nursing
Grant

Stephen F. Austin State Universityis School
of Nursing recently received a two- year grant
from the Texas Higher Education Coordinating
Board to help address the shortage of nurses.
Funding from the coordinating board will be used
to identify, develop and share resources with
partnering programs to maximize both student
enrollment and graduation rates for students
in initial registered nurse licensure programs.
The grant will provide students with Web-based
modules that address common struggles with
factors including family issues, time management,
stress and conpict management.

fiAlmost three of every 10 students who
register in a nursing program do not complete it,0
said Dr. Glenda Walker, director of the project and director of the School of Nursing at SFA. iWith
1,336 students entering the East Texas nursing programs each year, approximately 588 students
are currently identiyed as needing help in successfully completing the program.o

Piney Woods AHEC has taken on the job of providing support for the nursing grant. Tami
Putnam was recently hired as the network project coordinator. Her responsibilities will include
overseeing data collection, data entry and implementation and evaluation of intervention protocols.

Other nursing schools participating in the grant and forming the Region 4 Nursing Education
Consortium are Angelina College, Kilgore College, Northeast Texas Community College, Panola
College, Texarkana College, Trinity Valley Community College, Tyler Junior College and the
University of Texas at Tyler.

Local contributing partners in the nursing project are Nacogdoches Medical Center,
Nacogdoches Memorial, Memorial Health Systems of East Texas, and Woodland Heights.

Back Row: Bryant Krenek, CEO Memorial Health Systems of East
TX; Lance Jones, CEO Woodland Heights Medical Center; Tim
Hayward, CEO Nacogdoches Memorial Hospital; Gary Stokes,
CEO Nacogdoches Medical Center. Front Row: Tami Putnam,
Coordinator PWAHEC; Baker Pattillo, President SFA; Glenda
Walker, Director of SFA School of Nursing!

Annual Health Careers Camp

The Piney Woods AHEC Health Careers Camp is an annual program held at Stephen F. Austin
State University, designed to provide activities and information to students interested in health
careers. This yearis camp will be July 16 -18, 2008. Students will check-in
the morning of July 16th, to begin their exciting three day adventure into the
world of health careers.

The camp is limited to 20 students. Selection is based on an application,
teacher or counselor recommendation, and other factors. Students entering
the 10th - 12th grades, or recent graduates in the spring of 2008, with an
interest in health careers are eligible. Applications are available through your
high school counselor. Topics will include areas of health such as pediatrics,
gerontology, nursing, physical therapy, counseling and everything in between,
including veterinary medicine! During camp, students will be exposed to
speakers, labs, hands-on activities and demonstrations.

The fee is $75 for the three day/two night camp which includes all meals,
snhacks, materials, an overnight stay, tours and travel.

Call Rebecca at Piney Woods AHEC (936) 468-6901.
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