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PWAHEC Receives Community Health Worker Grant PWAHEC
Five healthcare and/or health education entities who serve ‘ Board Members
various areas of Deep East Texas have joined forces to create
the Network for East Texas Rural Health. The Piney Woods Area
Health Education Center, under the auspices of its host institution

Paul Jackson, M.Ed.
Burke Center

. . L . Chai
Stephen F. Austin State University, is the lead applicant and ar
administrative manager of the project. The other collaborative Brenda Anderson-
partners on the NETRH project are East Texas Community Health Cole, EMT-LP
Services, East Texas Health Access Network, the South East Texas VDiCEeTEhA;r
Regional Planning Commission and Texas DSHS Public Health
Service Region 4/5N. The network partners share a common Tom Callaway, Ph.D.
vision and mission of improving the health of the underserved of Stephen F. Austin State
this region University
’ L . . . . Secretary/Treasurer
The goal of establishing NETRH is to provide health education and related services to under/
uninsured populations through community outreach, speciycally via certiyed community health Winifred Adams, R.N.,
M.Ed.

workers (CHWSs). The grant award will enable NETRH to hire, train, certify and deploy CHWSs to

provide cost-effective health education/literacy and health navigation services directly to clients Angelina College

out in the community, based on community needs. Kim Barton
The CHWs will take their education and services, to the clients, overcoming many of the Nacogdoches Memorial
barriers to care that prevent clients from seeking services at a clinic, such as cost, lack of Hospital
insurance, time and/or transportation limitations, etc. Clinical services will not be provided in the
yeld by CHWSs. Glenna Harkness
The population to receive CHW services through NETRH is located in various counties of Deep| ~AMe'ican Red Cross
pop 9 p
East Texas, including Nacogdoches, Jasper, Newton, Sabine, San Augustine, Tyler, and Red Patricia Jones, R.N.,
River Counties, plus the rural census tracts of Hardin, Jefferson, and Orange Counties. B.A., CHACE
The development of NETRH will be funded by a Rural Health Network Development grant from Memorial Health
the U.S. Health Resources and Services Administration, Ofyce of Rural Health Policy. As lead System of East Texas
applicant and administrative manager, Piney Woods AHEC will manage the award funding of J. Kevin Langford, Ph.D

$540,000 for the three-year life of the award, which began Sept. 1, 2008. Director Janis Ritter Stephen F. Austin State
said the grant provides the needed funding for the Network to develop and promote the CHW University
program in the East Texas area and assess the impact of the program on the communiyis health
needs.

The Nacogdoches location is in the process of hiring a bilingual individual for the CHW position Sally McKinney
at East Texas Community Health Services of Nacogdoches. Please contact Lurah Bryant at Woodland Heights

(936) 468-6942 or Janis Ritter at (936) 468-6901 for more information. Medical Center
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