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Stephen F. Austin State University
Piney Woods AHEC

P.O. Box 6123, SFA Station
Nacogdoches, TX 75962-6123

New Members of the Community Health 
Worker Program Team
    Sylvia Santos of Nacogdoches  
and Tammy Patton of Clarksville 
recently joined the Piney Woods 
AHEC Community Health Worker 
(CHW) team.  They are currently 
enrolled in a certiýed community 
health worker training program 

being taught by Terri Dickerson of Coastal AHEC.  At 
the conclusion of their 160 hours of intense training, 
they will serve as community educators in their 
region.  The CHW position is designed to facilitate health improvement, health 
promotion, coalition development and support, and health prevention activities, while 
coordinating with regional programs and other partners in the community.
    Santos has lived in Nacogdoches since 1993.  She said, ñI have a wonderful 
husband Jessie, three great children, and one beautiful grandchild. My husband and 
I enjoy raising horses and baby calves in our spare time. I have been active in our 
community since I moved to the Nacogdoches area.  I am looking forward to serving 
the community with all the education and training that I 
am receiving in the CHW training classes.ò  
    Tammy Patton has two children and enjoys doing 
fun things with her family, reading and doing research. 
She is very proud of her recent work with the Clarksville 
Boys & Girls Club.  Tammy also believes she has 
helped some of the children improve their grades.  She 
is working on an associateôs degree in criminal justice 
from the University of Phoenix.   
    In addition to Santos and Patton, the CHW team is 
made up of Kay Barclay of Beaumont, with South East 
Texas Health Access Network (SETHAN), and Donna Coker of Jasper, with East 
Texas Health Access Network (ETHAN).  Watch for more information on Barclay 
and Coker in the next issue. For more information on the community health worker 
program, contact Lurah Bryant at (936) 468-6942.

The newsletter also is available by e-mail; if you would like to receive it via e-mail, please send a message to info@pwahec.org. 
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Piney Woods AHEC
info@pwahec.org

You may contact the staff at the 
following locations:

SFA Science Research Center
P.O.  Box 6123, SFA Station
Nacogdoches, Texas  75962

(936) 468-6901 (voice)
(936) 468-6913 (fax)

Physical Address
7308 US Highway 59N

Nacogdoches, Texas 75965

Janis Ritter
jritter@pwahec.org

Center Director
  Practice Management Technical

Assistance
(936) 468-6901

Lurah Bryant
lbryant@pwahec.org
Program Coordinator

Community Based Education
(936) 468-6942

Susan Neel
sneel@pwahec.org

Program Coordinator
Health Career Promotions

(936) 468-6912

Rebecca Hamblett
rhamblett@pwahec.org
Administrative Assistant

(936) 468-6901

Mark Scott
mscott@pwahec.org
Program Coordinator

Practice Entry and Support
(936) 468-6941

Tami Putnam
tputnam@pwahec.org

 Nursing Grant Coordinator
(936) 468-6936

Tammy Patton of Clarksville

Sylvia Santos of Nacogdoches



Piney Woods Perspective
Continuing Education Opportunities

All questions regarding continuing education offerings, including payment information, should be directed to the contact.

Feb. 20-21, 2009
21st Annual Conference: Skills for 

Success with AD/HD
The Wyndham DFW Airport North 

Hotel
Irving, Texas

Contact: 
www.adda-sr.org

Feb. 20-21, 2009
CNRN Certiýcation Review Course

College Station Medical Center
College Station, Texas

Contact: 
Patrick Pereira, MSN,RN 

(979) 680-5337
patrick.pereira@triadhospitals.com

March 6, 2009
Mission Possible 14: Creating 

Healthy Communities
Stephen F. Austin State University 

Baker Pattillo Student Center
Nacogdoches, Texas

Contact: 
Paul Jackson (936) 639-1141
Mark Scott (936) 468-6941

March 18-19, 2009
Pri-Med Southwest BCM 
Conference & Exhibition

George R. Brown Convention Center
Houston, Texas

Contact: 
www.pri-med.com

May 7-8, 2009
Stayinô Alive: Building and 

Sustaining Your Community 
Projects

Holiday Inn Select
Tyler, Texas

Contact: 
Barbara Lay

Texas Department of State Health 
Services

(903) 533-5336
Barbara.Lay@dshs.state.tx.us

Teleconference Series
Lecture and Case Study Series 

in Geriatric Health Literacy 
Teleconference

UTMB East Texas Geriatric Education 
Center in partnership with the East 

Texas Area Health Education Center
Stephen F. Austin State University

James I. Perkins 
College of Education
McKibben Building

Room 424
Nacogdoches, Texas

(936) 468-6941

March 18, 2009
Role of Interdisciplinary Team Panel 

Discussion Effects and Barriers 
Associated with Cultural Diversity

April 15, 2009
Understanding Insurance Billing: 
Forms, Forms and More Forms &
HL in Different Settings: Health 

Clinics, NH,  Prisons

May 20, 2009
Ethics: Discussing Difýcult 

Topics;Breaking Bad News; Health 
Literacy for Caregivers

Online Education
Disaster Preparedness and 

Response for Nurses
Honor Society of Nursing
www.nursingsociety.org

The Nursing Shortage: A ñPerfect 
Stormò

Domestic Violence & Pregnancy

Maintaining Standard Nursing Care 
with Substandard Stafýng Levels 

in the Hospital Setting

Telephone Education 
Workshops

CancerCare Connect
www.cancercare.org

1-800-813-4673

Feb. 20, 2009
Caring for Your Bones When You 

Have Breast Cancer

Feb. 26, 2009
Medical Update on Ovarian Cancer

April 1, 2009
Medical Emergencies in Cancer 

Treatment

April 2, 2009
Medical Update on Colon Cancer: 

Whatôs New?

American Heart Association Courses

Basic Life Support Courses for 
Healthcare Providers

Nacogdoches EMS Education
Nacogdoches, Texas

Cynthia Stewart: (936) 569-4600
E-mail: stewarcy@nacmem.org

First and third Wednesday of each month

Angelina College 
Community Services

Lufkin, Texas
Contact: (936) 633-5206

Feb. 13, Feb. 27, March 13, March 27

Advanced Cardiac Life Support 
Courses

Stephen F. Austin State University
Nursing/Math Building Room 125

Nacogdoches, Texas
Mark Scott: (936) 468-6941

March 7-8, 2009
May 30-31, 2009

August 15-16, 2009


